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In the month of June, while the Crimes Bill was 1882.
before the House of Commons, two  murders of
peculiar atrocity startled  even the most  callous.
Mr. Walter Bourke, a Galway landlord, was shot Agrarian
dead with a corporal of the Dragoon Guards who murderB"
had been sent to protect him, and Mr. Blake, Lord
Clanricarde's agent, was killed with his servant, near
Loughrea.     Such  offences   are   not   peculiar to
Ireland.    The alarming features in the Irish case
were that the crimes had been committed with
impunity, and that the leaders of the people did
not denounce them, while the people themselves
were divided between sympathy and fear.    If Mr.
Parnell was ever  serious  in  his  undertaking to
put down outrage, he must have considered that
the introduction of the Crimes Bill relieved him
from his promise.    He would have nothing to do pameirs
with the Government,   which was  boycotted byinactlon"
the   representatives   of   Irish   opinion.     For the
Exhibition of Irish Arts and Manufactures, opened
in   Dublin on  the   15th  of   August,  the   Lord
Mayor, a Nationalist Member of Parliament,1 re-
pudiated the patronage of the Castle, and the day
after the opening ceremony Mr. Parnell, along with
Mr. Dillon, was presented with the Freedom of the
City.    But while these festivities were held with
all the signs of popular enthusiasm, the foundations
of the social fabric were rocking.    Without the
Royal Irish Constabulary Ireland would have been
mere chaos.    Yet in this very month of August strike of
the Constabulary quarrelled with their Inspector- ir^yal
General, and struck.   The Dublin police, a separate and of the
force,  also  under the  Government,  immediately poiic?
followed suit, and on the 1st of September Dublin
was  subject  to  military  control,  insomuch that
Sackville Street, the principal thoroughfare, had to
be cleared at the point of the bayonet.    When the
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